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might become an Ursuline Nun —without, however,
telling them that she had already taken the first step.
Let us see how that favor was granted her.”’

OF HER NOVITIATE AND HER PROFESSION.

MONSIEUR and Madame de la Troche, seeing that

their daughter was entering upon her four-
teenth year, and that she was pressing them urgently
to permit her to enter the Religious life, repaired to
Tours for the purpose of testing her thoroughly; for,
although they had offered her to God from the time
she was in her cradle, in case he were pleased to ac-
cept her for his house, yet, in spite of that, the love
which they bore her made them resolve not to give
her up, except for good cause, and until they were
fully convinced of the genuineness of her call. As
soon as they arrived, they took her out of the Monas-
tery and, keeping her with them, planted two bat-
teries, capable of overthrowing any other calling less
strong than hers. I admit that it is well for parents
to sound their children’s wishes, for one cannot rely
upon every order of mind; but it must also [139] be
admitted that God does not always call so loudly,
and make himself so clearly heard, that the child’s
attention cannot be diverted, and the child itself
withdrawn from the place where Our Lord destined
for it the grace of his salvation. Monsieur de la
Troche, knowing the temper and spirit of his daugh-
ter, who in truth had nothing of the girl about her,
attacked her with strong arguments, showing her
the means of gaining her salvation without giving
herself so much trouble; and representing to her the
dangers of a long repentance upon seeing herself
bound and fettered by a long chain of sufferings



